




Ambassador Sullivan called reporting on a 
press conference by Xuan Thuy today in which 
the DRV attacked certain aspects of the 
"understandings" for the cessation of 
bombing. Certain portions of what the DRV 
claims to be their private records on the 
Harriman meetings are being made public. 

Ambassador Sullivan's view is that the DRV 
is misquoting from documents in part from 
the Harriman period. . 

State is digging into the records of the Harriman 
negotiations and will have Walt Cutler contact 
the NSC (probably Bill Stearman) on this 
matter. 

The press conference story should be running 
on the wires soon. 



Coleman Hicks 




ure^ernc 5J P i* T 5E ! 0RTH VIETNAMESE. CHIEF DELEGATE HINTED TODAY THAT 

, IS READY T0 RESUME THE PARIS TALKS EVEN BEFORE BOMBING 
OF NORTH VIETNAM IS ORDERED STOPPED, 

KI* » APPEARED T0 BE A SOFTENING OF NORTH VIENAMESE 
?S2 A SE2 RE MADE EARLIER THIS WEEK WHEN HE SAID TALKS SHOULD BEGIN 
AND THE BOMBING SHOULD CEASE SIMULTANEOUSLY, 

answering a question at a news conference, xuan thuy said* 

uni IP THE UNITED STATES ANSWERS POSITIVELY TO OUR PROPOSAL TO 
HO!; 0 A WfEXING ON APRIL 27, WE WILL COME TO THE CONFERENCE, 

BUT WE WILL CONTINUE TO DEMAND THE CESSATION OF THE BOMBING." 

Tur^fiNTTrn JE!!L M0 . RT !J VIETNAMESE DELEGATION FORMALLY ASKEI 

I2L. UN IJ ED STATES AND SOUTH VIETNAM TO RESUME THE PEACE TALKS 
APR IL 27 # 

THE TOTAL AND UNCONDITIONALCESSATION OF THE BOMBING OVER THE 

?5!!S C ?SI I !i«?K UBLIC 0P VIETNAM IS A PRINCIPLE AND WE STILL DEMAND 
THA T THE UNITED STATES RESPECT THIS PRINCIPLE," XUAN THUY SAID* 

_.THE NORTH VIETNAMESE DELEGATE SUMMONED REPORTERS TO MAKE PUBLIC 

H2 W 5 I II E !o SECRET PLEDGE BY THE UNITED STATES in OCTOBl 
WHICH HE SAID THE AMERICANS COMMITTED THEMSELVES TO STOP 

IEL B 2”?J NG ° F THE N0RTH WITHOUT CONDITIONS. THIS AGREEMENT* XUAN 
THUY SAID, OPENED THE WAY FOR THE PEACE TALKS, 

"SHI N °W," HE WENT ON, "THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION INVENTS THE STOR^ 
OF NORTH VIETNAM’S VIOLATION OF AN UNDERSTANDING BUT THERE WAS NO 
UNDERSTANDING. WHATSOEVER. 

"THIS IS SIMILAR TO THE CASE OF THE SO-CALLED TONKIN GULF 
INCIDENTS WHICH THE UNITED STATES FABRICATED IN AUGUST 1964, 

TO HAVE A PRETEXT FOR ITS BOMBARDMENTS AGAINST" NORTH VIETNAM. 
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